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My father always kept a blacksmith employed making traps,
and doing other smith work; and he also kept a tailor at work.
Jacob Franks established a smith-shop, and employed one
Gallarno a couple of years to manage it, when Gallarno went
to Prairie du Chien; and then, about 1798, Joseph Jourdin
arrived from Canada, and carried on the blacksmithing business
for Franks, for some time, and then for himself. Jourdin mar-
ried a daughter of Michael Gravel, whose wife was a daughter
of a Menomonee chief; and the celebrated Ezekiel Williams
married a daughter of Jourdin. Mr. Jourdin is still living in
the country. I remember an Englishman came to the Bay in
my father’s time, who was a hatter; and winter setting in, he
remained till the next spring, working for my father, and then
pursued his journey to St. Louis. There were no established
carpenters and joiners, and masons, until the advent of the
Americans in 1816, except Augustin Thibeau, a carpenter and
Joiner, who came from Quebec about 1800, and engaged for some
time in the employ of Mr. Franks. When my father erected
a new house, about 1790, he had to send to Montreal for a car-
penter and mason; his house was a hewed log building, and at
that time was regarded as altogether the best at Green Bay.

Prior to the arrival of the Americans, in 1816, there was no
physician at Green Bay, the nearest was Dr. Mitchell, at Mack-
inaw, who was too far distant ever to have been sent for. We
had no early schools—none till after the coming of the American
troops. The year Mr. Porlier lived in my father’s family, he
gave some instructions to miyself, brothers and sisters; but in
those early times, all who were favored with an education, were
sent either to Mackinaw or Canada to obtain it.

The earliest mill erected in the country, was by Jacob
Franks, about the year 1809. He first built a saw-mill, and
then a grist-mill; they were located on Devil river, two or
three miles east of Depere, and were erected for Mr. Franks



